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EXAMPLE 8: Facts.com

Each article you obtain from Facts.com, even if it is from the same section of their web page,
needs a separate bibliography card and bibliography entry. Like other web pages, Facts.com
provides a variety of citation information with its articles. Still, you will need to rearrange their

citation information.
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EXAMPLE 9: Gale Opposing Viewpoints

For Gale Opposing Viewpoints, you will only need to change a few things from the computer
generated bibliography entry. First, remove everything in the URL after “find.galegroup.com/”
and add the <>. Once you have shortened the URL, you should then move the access date to the
end of the citation. In Gale’s automatic citation, it will be the last thing before the URL. In this
case, it was listed as 25 June 2007. Put it in parentheses and follow this format: (accessed Month,
Day, Year), making it consistent with the other sources.

Other types of sources

R A
e i "

egroup.com/> (accessed Junje

Volume Editor

»

For a complete listing of bibliography card/entry examples for all types of sources, please see the
section entitled “Bibliography Samples” in the Appendix, beginning on page 27.
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Making Note Cards

Taking accurate notes is essential for a successful project. Be sure to keep them well organized.
In order to do a good job on your paper, you need to have a wide variety of information. You
need to know the history of your controversy, as well the arguments that support the distinctive

solutions that experts have offered. You also will need to prove your conclusions, so you need to
assemble evidence (statistics, examples, etc.) and quotations that support your thesis. The different
types of notes that you should be taking include:

1. Background Material

The prior and the current state of the law
Relevant portions of the Constitution
Relevant Supreme Court decisions

Important historical background, events, people, etc.

2. Notes on Arguments

Different opinions about how the government should resolve your controversy
Names and titles of individuals or organizations that have a viewpoint that
concerns your topic

Quotes from these groups/individuals that clearly summarize their views
Facts and statistics used by these groups to make their case

Arguments groups/individuals make to attack or to respond to the other side
Information that might discredit one side’s argument

Impartial groups who might be able to settle these disputes

John Burroughs School - Term Paper Guide
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Sample Note Card

For your notes to be useful, they must be well organized. First, make sure that you know the
origin of every card. Use the bibliography cards code system and page numbers to do so. (Web
pages and other electronic articles do not have page numbers for you to use.) Each note card
should only have notes on it from one source. Each separate note on that card should have a
page number with it, so that when you make your footnotes, you will have the information at
hand. Second, each card needs a subject heading that summarizes the information on it. Finally,
use quotation marks if you copy directly from the source. You should also note the author of the
quote and that person’s title (when applicable.)

Sample Note Card #1

FISA: Requires Cowrt Orders Al

Whewv Congress authoriged secret wiretapy of
Americany inthe 1978 Foreign Intelligence
Swrveillance Act (FISA), it requirved special ovder.
from the FISA cowt.  Pg, 185

Page Number

Source Code and Note
Card Number
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Writing the Paper - Overview

You will not be required to write the essay in one sitting. By the time your final draft is due, your
peers and your teacher will have provided you with detailed feedback on each section of your
paper. As with other phases of the project, it is crucial that you stay up to date during the writing
stage. If you miss a deadline, it is extremely difficult to catch up. If you fail to bring your work
with you to class, you’ll miss out on the opportunity to get feedback on your work.

Creating an Outline

A detailed outline is essential. It will allow you to use your research effectively, give your paragraphs
focus and structure, and insure that you do not omit any important parts of the paper. Each type
of term paper you write at Burroughs will require a different type of outline. Tailor your outline to
the assignment you are working on. For this year’s project, the following outline usually results in
successful term papers. Note: This outline does not work for all topics, but it will for most. An alternative outline
Jor the Problem/Solution type of essay is available from your teacher. Also, an outlhining worksheet is located on page
32 of the Appendix.

Standard Outline for 8* Grade Term Paper
Please note that the roman numerals can stand for either a paragraph or a section, which is a series of related
paragraphs that cover a part of the outline

I. Introduction

a. Craft an opening sentence that is unique to your topic and that draws the interest of
the reader.

b. Introduce the topic of your term paper, discuss the controversy, and briefly state the
differing sides.

c. Mention the organizational structure that you will follow in the essay.

d. Write a thesis statement, a one sentence description of your solution to the problem
and why that solution is preferable to the opposing side.

e. Avoid using quotes, specific facts, and statistics. Save them for your body sections.

f. Aim for your introduction to be between '/ to one full page

II. Background Section

a. Make a topic sentence that will set up the main points in this section

b. Cover the necessary facts, laws, dates, and court cases that the reader will need to know
to understand the rest of the essay

c. Transition to the CON section (the arguments you do not agree with)

d. Aim for the background section to be no more than one page

III. CON Arguments Section
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a. Craft a topic sentence that demonstrates the main arguments on this side of the issue
that you do not agree with

b. Report and cite the arguments of this side, including statistics, facts, and quotations
c. Do not critique or attack the arguments you offer in this section, you should report
them fairly without a bias

d. Transition to the side PRO section (the arguments that you agree with)

e. Aim for the CON section to be between a page and a page and a half

IV. PRO Arguments Section

a. Craft a topic sentence that states the solution to the controversy that you support

b. Report and cite the arguments of this side, including statistics, facts, and quotations

c. Do not defend your thesis here or critique the CON side, merely report the arguments
without a bias

d. Transition to the next section in which you defend your solution

e. Aim for the PRO section to be between a page and a page and a half

V. Solution Section

a. Craft a topic sentence that incorporates your thesis; this will be your thesis statement
b. Defend your solution with statistics, facts, and quotations

c. Critique the arguments, methods, assumptions, etc., of those in the CON section with
statistics, facts, and quotations

d. Prove to the reader why the solution(s) you offered in the PRO section is more
appropriate than those offered in the CON section

e. Aim for this section to be between a page and a page and a half

VI. Conclusion

a. Restate the controversy and explain the larger significance of the topic

b. Allude to the history of the controversy, and briefly restate the main point of each
sides” argument

c. Restate your thesis

d. Avoid using any new information or argument.

e. Aim for your conclusion to be around a half a page

19
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Writing an Introduction

A good introduction serves several purposes in building a quality term paper. An introduction that
begins with a well-crafted opening will catch your reader’s attention. By providing your reader
with the organizational structure of the paper, the reader will know what to expect. The most
important goal that your introduction will accomplish, however, is that it will present your thesis
statement. Your thesis statement must clearly and concisely state what you believe the government

should do to solve the problem you are addressing and why it should do so.

There are several other things to keep in mind when writing your introduction. First, an introduction
is just that, an introduction. Do not go into detail about your topic, the positions you will be
presenting, or your own argument. You also should not quote experts or include factual information.
Introduce your issue, identify the main areas of disagreement, briefly sketch the two sides’ main

positions, and state your thesis.

John Burroughs School - Term Paper Guide



Footnoting

Citations tell where you found the information that you have used in your paper. A footnote is
a type of citation that appears at the bottom of the page on which the information appears.
Footnotes are numbered consecutively. After the relevant information appears in the body of your
paper, you place the corresponding number, so that your reader knows which footnote it refers to.
Footnotes serve two crucial purposes. First, whenever you borrow someone else’s ideas or words,
you must give them credit. A footnote signals to your reader that the ideas or words that precede
it are not yours. Second, they allow your reader to track down the source of your information if
they want to learn more or double check your work. Inaccurate or sloppy footnoting can result
in you inadvertently taking credit for someone else’s work; this is plagiarism, a serious academic
and school offense. Therefore, you need to be extremely careful when recording source codes and
page numbers as you complete your note cards. Remember that your paper will be checked for

plagiarism.
When to Cite a Source

1. When you use someone else’s words (written or spoken), you need to include a footnote.
You also need to put quotation marks around the material you are using. Not doing so is still
plagiarism, even if you properly footnote.

2. When you paraphrase someone’s original opinions or interpretations, even if you alter the
wording completely, you must cite their work.

3. When you use someone’s original research, you must also give them credit. All statistics,
studies, court cases, laws, etc. must have citations. You do not require citations for common
knowledge, material that you can reasonably conclude most people know. If you are unsure

about what 1s common knowledge and what is not, ask your teacher.

21
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Making Footnotes

Using Your Word Processor to Create Footnotes

Virtually all word processors have a footnote command. When possible, use this command. It will
create the footnote reference (a superscript number after the material requiring a citation), create
a footnote entry at the bottom of the page, and place the footnotes on the appropriate page. Your

word processor also automatically renumbers the footnotes if you add or delete notes.

Placing the Footnote Numbers

Always place the footnote number at the end of the section you are citing. Putitafterall punctuation,
including quotations marks and periods. Every quotation requires its own footnote. If, however, a
series of sentences paraphrase information from the same source, you can put one note at the end

of that material; just be sure to include the page number(s) for all the material from your source.

Formatting Footnotes

There 1s a complete list of footnote formats for different types of sources in the Appendix. As you
write, you may want to just put the source code and page number(s) of the cited information in the
footnote (or number your note cards and put that number in the footnote), and go back latter to

enter the complete information.
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Writing a Background Paragraph

The background paragraph should include facts, statistics, current laws, and court decisions that
are necessary for your reader to understand later sections of your paper. If something is simply
interesting, but not necessary for your reader to know, do not include it. Keep this section focused,
brief, logically organized, and directly relevant to the topic at hand. You must have a topic sentence
that presents the content to follow. End this section with a transition sentence that introduces the
CON argument section. Background sections should be no longer than a page and some teachers

may limit you to less space.

Reporting Arguments

A large part of your term paper project will be dedicated to accurately, neutrally, and fairly
presenting the arguments of advocates of the different solutions to your issue. Remember that you
are recounting others’ argument, not making your own. Be sure that you carefully organize these
sections. Divide your note cards into Pro and Con piles. Then organize these by subtopic. Finally,
for each side’s section, craft a topic sentence that presents the main argument of that side. If
practical, create one paragraph for each major line of argument that you will use in this section. Be
sure to identify the author of quotations in the body of the paper, so that your reader knows who
originally wrote it. Be sure that your analysis of the quote makes it clear why you included it. When
you are done presenting one side’s argument, then craft a transition sentence that summarizes the

material you have just written and offers a preview of the next section.
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Thesis Statement Construction

Writing your topic sentences for the PRO/CON sections and your thesis statement for your argu-
ment section are some of the most important tasks to be accomplished in the term paper. These
sentences have a special structure that you need to consistently use, since they will provide a frame-
work for your writing in these sections.

Simply put, these sentences should answer two questions. They can either be a reported answer, like
in your PRO/CON sections, or they form the basis of your argument, which makes it your thesis.
These two questions to be answered are:

* What?
« Why?

The what part of the sentence is a statement, and the why part of the sentence is a series of points.
This will provide the basis for these sections of your term paper. Here are some examples:

CON Section WHAT?

Opponents of gun control argue that the government should not regulate Americans’ ownership
of firearms because it will violate the second amendment, it won’t prevent crime, and any gun

control program would be too expensive to administer. NN t

WHY?

Your Argument Section (THESIS) WHAT?

—

The US Congress should pass a nationwide gun ownership registry and make illegal certain types
of weapons because this solution will not violate people’s rights to own guns, will make it more
difficult to sell guns illegally in different states, anfh make it more difficult for crimi o get their
hands on weapons.

WHY?

Organizing Your Sections

After constructing a clear topic/thesis sentence, you should then use the order of the points in your
sentence to organize your paragraph (or section if you break the section down into several smaller
paragraphs. This will give your paper a clear structure and make it easier to understand!

John Burroughs School - Term Paper Guide



Defending a Thesis

The section in which you defend your thesis is the most important section of the paper. If you can
logically structure your argument and support it with enough relevant evidence, your paper will
be more persuasive. The topic sentence of this section should acknowledge the debate you have
previously discussed and restate your thesis. (It need not be the same word for word). This topic
sentence should also outline the main reasons you believe your thesis is correct. If you believe
that your thesis is correct for multiple reasons, you will have multiple paragraphs in this section,
each with its own topic sentence, argument, and evidence. Use facts, statistics, and quotations
from experts to persuade your reader that your position is correct and that other positions are
unfounded. In addition to supporting your assertions, identify weaknesses of opposing viewpoints.
Avoid sarcasm and snide comments. Instead, let the evidence and logic of your position persuade

your reader.

Writing a Conclusion

A good conclusion is important for your paper, as it ties your whole argument together. A good
conclusion reminds the reader of the paper’s topic and highlights the main positions presented
earlier. You should not go into great detail or introduce any new information in the conclusion.
Thus, the conclusion lacks citations. Remind your reader of the main aspects of your argument
and restate your thesis so that it is clear how you want the government to solve your controversy.
Finally, end by explaining why your reader should care about your problem, thus emphasizing the

importance of implementing your solution.

25
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Making a Bibliography

The bibliography presents the reader with the origin of the paper’s research. You will use your
bibliography cards to construct it. You should include all sources in your bibliography that you

used for your research, even if you did not cite the work in your essay. For this year’s

project, you must have at least ten sources in your bibliography. Using the correct format for your
bibliography is important. Each source must be in the correct format for its type, and they must be
in alphabetical order. Arrange the bibliography cards in alphabetical order by first letter in each
entry. Usually it is the author’s last name, but since some entries do not have an author’s name,
you will need to use the first letter of the title, webpage name, or organization, etc. Then, type
your bibliography, matching the format described in this manual. It must be double-spaced, and
the first line of each entry must begin at the left margin. The subsequent lines must be indented
'/2 inch. Make sure to double-check the format for each type of source. The Appendix includes

samples for a wide variety of sources as well as a sample bibliography page.
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Bibliography Entry Samples

Here is a list of bibliography entry examples. Select the appropriate example and alter it with the informa-
tion in your source appropriately. If for some reason you cannot locate the necessary information because
your original source did not contain it (not because you failed to record it on your bibliography card)

use the following abbreviations to indicate what is unknown: n.d.=no date; n.p. (before colon)=no place;
n.p.(after colon) =no publisher

Printed Sources

Book With One Author

Durrill, Wayne K. War of a Different Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rebellion. New York: Oxford UP,
1990.

Book With Two or More Authors

McKay, John P, Bennet D. Hill, John Buckler, and Patricial Buckley Ebrey. A History of World Societies Sixth
LEdition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2004.

Book With an Editor or Translator

Schnitzler, Arthur. The Road to the Open, translated by Horace Samuel. Evanston, IL: Northwestern UP,
1991.

Essays or Chapters from a Multi-author Book (Note: This is the form you use for sections _from Opposing
Viewpoints print or Current Issues, elc.)

Paterson, Thomas G. “The Origins of the Postwar International System.” In Major Problems in American
History Since 1945, edited by Robert Griffith and Paula Baker, 26-33. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
2001.

Book With A Corporate or Organization Author

United Nations Organization. Report on Peacekeeping Operations in Sierra Leone 2005. New York: United
Nations Organization, 2006.

Article or Section from a Reference Book — (Note: These books will not usually give authors for the
sections. If they do, simply omit the author part of the entry. Be sure to include the name of the editor(s),
however.)

“Assault Weapons.” Guns in American Society: An Encyclopedia of History, Politics, Culture, and the Law. Edited by
Gregg Lee Carter, 234-240. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2002.

27
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Magazine Article With An Author

Seabrook, John. “Ruffled Feathers: Uncovering the Biggest Scandal in the Bird World.” The New Yorker, 29
May 2006, 50-61.

Magazine Article With No Author — (Note: These are usually little short articles, but occasionally
they will be useful and you may need to cite some information from one. Simply use the headline / title of
article and omit an author’s name.)

“Time Capsule.” Missouri Conservationist, December 2007, 33.

Newspaper Editorials — (Note: These are generally in the opinion section of the newspaper. They
represent the opinion of the newspaper, and are generally not signed. No page number is necessary:.)

“Students Gain, Lenders Lose.” Editorial, St. Louis Post-Dispatch June 25, 2007.
Newspaper Article with No Author Given

Wall Street Journal, “Deal is Arranged for Sale of Essex Crane Rental,” 10 March 2008.
Newspaper Article with an Author Listed

Miller, Judith, “Threats and Responses: Chemical Weapons; Iraq said to try to buy antidote against nerve
gas.” New York Times, 12 November 2002.

SIRS

Carey, Benedict. “In the Execution Chamber, the Moral Compass Wavers,” New York Times, February
7, 2006, F1+. Reprinted in Human Relations 2007, Ed. Kim T. Kobayashi, Boca Raton, FL: Pro Quest

Information and Learning Co.
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Online Sources

CQ Researcher

Jost, Kenneth. “Gun Violence.” CQ Researcher Online 17, no. 20 (25 May 2007): 457-480. <http://www.
cqpress.com/ cqresearcher/> (accessed June 25, 2007).

Newsbank

Keegan, Paul. “The Turning Point,” Money (July 2007): 104. <http://www.newsbank.com> (accessed
August 21, 2007).

Facts.com — (Note: Remember to be as specific as possible about which section of Facts.com your source
came from, for example, Issues and Controversies.)

“Juvenile Death Penalty” Issues and Controversies January 21, 2005. <http://www.facts.com> (accessed May
3, 20006).

A Downloaded Article from an Organization Web Site — (Note: Always include an author’s name
if there is one. Generally, articles on sites will have them. If they do not, go to the next sample.)

Lieberman, Ben. “American-Made Energy from ANWR at a Modest Cost.” Heritage Foundation Web Memo,
number 1192 (August 10, 2006). <http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/
upload/wm_1192.pdf> (accessed August 24, 2006).

Material from a Corporate or Organization Website — (Note: Be as specific as possible with a title
if you can get one. If you are using material from a bunch of places within a site, simply use the name of
the website or the organization sponsoring it as an author.)

Republican Party. “2004 Republican Party Platform.” The Republican Party. < http://www.gop.com/
images/2004platform.pdf> (accessed March 15, 2008).

An Article from Gale Opposing Viewpoints — (Note: the sample slide on page 12 if you get
confused.)

Donnerstein, Ed. “Media Violence Promotes Violent Behavior.” Opposing Viewponts: Popular Culture. Ed.

John Woodward. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2005. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Thomson Gale.
MOREnet John Burroughs School. <http://find.galegroup.com/> (accessed June 25, 2007).
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Sample Footnote Formats

Find the format that matches the source you are using and change the information to fit your
own source.

Printed Sources

Book With One Author

Wayne K. Durrill, War of a Different Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rebellion (New York: Oxford UP,
1990) 23.

Book With Two or More Authors

John P. McKay, Bennet D. Hill, John Buckler, and Patricial Buckley Ebrey, A Hustory of World Societies Sixth
LEdition (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2004) 23.

Book With an Editor or Translator

Arthur Schnitzler, The Road to the Open, translated by Horace Samuel (Evanston, IL: Northwestern UP,
1991) 23.

Essays or Chapters from a Multi-author Book (Note: This is the form you use for sections from
Opposing Viewpoints print or Current Issues, etc.)

Thomas G. Paterson, “The Origins of the Postwar International System.” In Major Problems in American
History Since 1945, edited by Robert Griffith and Paula Baker (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001) 23.

Book With A Corporate or Organization Author

United Nations Organization, Report on Peacekeeping Operations in Sterra Leone 2005 (New York: United
Nations Organization, 2006) 23.

Article or Section from a Reference Book — (Note: These books will not usually give authors for the
sections. Include it if they do, but omit the author if they do not provide it. Be sure to include the name of

the editor(s), however.)

“Assault Weapons.” Guns in American Society: An Encyclopedia of History, Politics, Culture, and the Law. Edited by
Gregg Lee Carter (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2002) 23.

Magazine Article With An Author

John Seabrook, “Ruffled Feathers: Uncovering the Biggest Scandal in the Bird World.” The New Yorker
(May 29, 2006) 23.
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Magazine Article With No Author — (Note: These are usually little short articles, but occasionally
they will be useful and you may need to cite some information from one. Simply use the headline / title of
article and omit an author’s name. Include a page number.)

“Time Capsule.” Missouri Conservationist (December 2007) 33.

Newspaper Editorials —(Note: These are generally in the opinion section of the newspaper. They
represent the opinion of the newspaper, and are generally not signed. No page number is necessary:.)

“Students Gain, Lenders Lose.” Editorial, St. Louis Post-Dispatch (June 25, 2007).
Newspaper Article with No Author Given — (Note: If there are multiple articles from the same

paper, and you go back and forth in your notes, include the paper and enough of the article title so that
your reader knows to which article you are referring,)

Wall Street Journal, “Deal is Arranged for Sale of Essex Crane Rental.” (10 March 2008).
Newspaper Article with an Author Listed

Judith Miller, ““Threats and Responses: Chemical Weapons; Iraq said to try to buy antidote against nerve
gas.” New York Times (12 November 2002).

SIRS
Benedict Carey, “In the Execution Chamber, the Moral Compass Wavers,” New York Times, February

7, 2006, F1+. Reprinted in Human Relations 2007, Ed. Kim T. Kobayashi, Boca Raton, FL: Pro Quest

Information and Learning Co.

Online Sources
CQ Researcher

Kenneth Jost, “Gun Violence.” CQ Researcher Online 17, no. 20 (25 May 2007): 465. <http://www.cqpress.
com/cqresearcher/ > (accessed June 25, 2007).

Newsbank

Paul Keegan. “The Turning Point,” Money (July 2007): 104. <http://www.newsbank.com> (accessed
August 21, 2007).

Facts.com

“Juvenile Death Penalty” Issues and Controversies January 21, 2005. <http://www.facts.com> (accessed May
3, 20006).
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A Downloaded Article from an Organization Web Site — Always include an author’s name if there
is one. Generally, articles on sites will have them. If they do not, go to the next sample.

Ben Lieberman. “American-Made Energy from ANWR at a Modest Cost.” Heritage Foundation Web Memo,

number 1192 (August 10, 2006). <http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/upload/
wm_1192.pdf>

(accessed August 24, 2006).
Material from a Corporate or Organization Website — (Note: Be as specific as possible with a title
if you can get one. If you are using material from a bunch of places within a site, simply use the name of

the website or the organization sponsoring it as an author.)

Republican Party. “2004 Republican Party Platform.” The Republican Party. < http://www.gop.com/
images/2004platform.pdf> (accessed March 15, 2008).

An Article from Gale Opposing Viewpoints
Ed Donnerstein, “Media Violence Promotes Violent Behavior.” Opposing Viewpoints: Popular Culture. Ed.

John Woodward. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2005. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Thomson Gale.
MOREnet John Burroughs School. <http://find.galegroup.com/> (accessed June 25, 2007).
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Sample Cover Page for a Term Paper (omit this writing, the footer, and the page
number for your cover page)

Why the Government Should Encourage Investment in Nuclear Energy
by

John Doe

Social Studies 8
Ms. Teacher

May 19, 2007
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Sample Bibliography Page for a Term Paper (omit this writing, the footer and the
page number. Add the correct page number, in the correct place, to reflect the page
number of your own term paper)

Bibliography

“Assault Weapons.” Guns in American Society: An Encyclopedia of History, Politics, Culture, and the Law. Edited by
Gregg Lee Carter, 234-240. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2002.

Donnerstein, Ed. “Media Violence Promotes Violent Behavior.” Opposing Viewpownts: Popular Culture. Ed.
John Woodward. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2005. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Thomson
Gale. MOREnet John Burroughs School. <http://find.galegroup.com/> (accessed June 25,

2007).

Durrill, Wayne K. War of a Different Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rebellion. New York: Oxford UP,
1990.

Jost, Kenneth. “Gun Violence.” CQ Researcher Online 17, no. 20 (May 25, 2007): 457-480. <http://www.
cqpress.com/ cqresearcher/cqpresrre2007052500> (accessed June 25, 2007).

“Juvenile Death Penalty” Issues and Controversies January 21, 2005. <http://www.facts.com> (accessed May
3, 2006).

Lieberman, Ben. “American-Made Energy from ANWR at a Modest Cost.” Heritage Foundation Web Memo,

number 1192 (August 10, 2006). <http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/

upload/wm_1192.pdf> (accessed August 24, 2006).
“Students Gain, Lenders Lose.” Editorial, St. Louis Post-Dispatch June 25, 2007.

United Nations Organization. Report on Peacekeeping Operations in Sierra Leone 2005. New York: United

Nations Organization, 2006.
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Planning Calendar for Term Paper Project

Note: Insert project due dates along with other classes’ test and due dates. This will help you pace your

work.
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday | Sunday
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date: Date:
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Outlining Sheets for Term Paper Name

Topic

Note: For factual information/ quotes on the outline put your note card
number/letter, so when you are writing you can find your stuff.

I. Introduction

a. Unique opening sentence:

b. Organizational Structure/Main arguments for each side

c. My Thesis:

II. Background Section

a. Topic Sentence for Background Section

b. Key facts, history, court cases, laws, etc.

b. Transition sentence to CON argument section
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III. CON Argument

a. Topic sentence for CON Argument Section:

b. Key facts, statistics, quotations that support this side of the argument:

b. Transition to PRO argument

IV. Pro Argument

a. Topic Sentence for PRO Argument Section:

b. Key facts, statistics, quotations that support this side of the argument:

b. Transition to MY argument
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V. My Argument

a. Restatement of my thesis:

c. Facts, statistics, quotations, attacks on the CON argument and things that support my thesis ...

c. Wrap Up Argument/Transition to conclusion

VI. Conclusion

a. Topic sentence:

b. Restate the key background facts

c. Restate the strongest CON arguments
d. Restate the strongest PRO arguments
e. Restate why this topic is important

f. Restate your thesis

Note: Are you muissing any information that would strengthen any part of your paper? If you are, now’s the
time to dig it up.
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